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Address: Lot# 

DECK REQUIREMENT CHECKLIST 

1. Complete Application

a. Signed in two (2) places (pgs. 1 & 3)

b. Signed Homeowner Affidavit; if needed

c. Total square footage

d. Total % of lot coverage

e. Total cost of improvement

2. Signed Contract With Homeowner

(needed for contractor application)

3. Two (2) Complete Construction Drawings

   Michigan Residential Code 

a. Stairway detail (min. of 36” width)

b. Handrail detail (Continuous graspable

Handrail of 1-1/4 to 2-5/8” in diameter

c. Material list/size of beam & joists

d. Follow span chart

5. Two (2) Complete Site Plans showing placement 
of deck, steps and setback dimensions to lot lines

6. Contractor’s license (if needed)

7. Driver’s License (if needed)

NOTE:   It is the responsibility of the Applicant to comply with any and all HOA requirements.

NOTE:  This packet does not include all code sections that might apply to your particular project. It is your 

responsibility to make sure your project complies with the _Michigan Residential Code.  It is also your 

responsibility to complete your project and have all necessary inspections that may be required. 
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1. Information Required for Building Permit Application

• Form is available online at www.twp.northville.mi.us or at the Building Department counter.

• Application must be filled out completely.

• A $25.00 application fee is due at submittal.

• Two (2) plot plans are required showing existing house & proposed deck with all property lines and 
easements clearly marked.

• Two (2) sets of construction drawings – see “deck framing plan” in this guide.

• If work is being done by a contractor, the Builder must be licensed in accordance with the State 
of Michigan and registered in the Charter Township of Northville.

• Contractor must submit a copy of the signed contract by the Homeowner with the value 
indicated.

•  It is the responsibility of the Applicant to comply with any and all HOA requirements.

2. Permit Fee Structure

• $25.00 application fee is due upon submittal.

• $60.00 for the 1st $1,000.00, $15.00 per $1,000.00 thereafter up to $50,000.00 (please call for 
increments over $50,000.00).

• $35.00 License/Registration Fee; if applicable.

• $50.00 Plan Review Fee.

• $500.00 Improvement Bond is required and is refundable upon approved final inspection.

3. Plan Review

• Construction drawings & plot plans will be reviewed for compliance with all applicable zoning 
ordinances and building codes.

• Plans are reviewed in the order received; any missing information will delay review.

• Plan review time averages between 7-10 business days.

• If plans do not meet applicable ordinances or codes, you will be notified to make corrections.

• Resubmittals are generally reviewed within 3-5 business days.

4. Permit Ready

• Permit applicant will be notified by email when building permit is ready to be picked up.

• All fees are due at the time of issuance.

• Fees may be paid by cash or check at the township offices or  by credit card online.

• Permits with no activity for six (6) months will be cancelled unless written request for an extension 
is approved by Staff and the applicable fees are paid.

5. Inspections

• Inspections are done Monday-Friday between 8:30am-3:30pm.

• Inspections must be scheduled by 3:30pm the day before by going online at:

https://bsaonline.com and signing in to Northville Township, Wayne County, MI.

• Inspections must be cancelled prior to 8:30am the day of inspection.

• A $50.00 re-inspection fee will be assessed upon second failed re-inspection & each subsequent 
failed re-inspection.

• Post hole inspection must be scheduled prior to setting posts.

• Rough building inspection would need to be scheduled only if the beams will be covered by trim.

• Final building inspection.

http://www.twp.northville.mi.us/
https://accessmygov.com/?uid=292


DECK REQUIREMENTS: 

 No joist angles allowed. All supports must be joist hangers.

 Deck may be placed in rear or side yard provided that the deck is not encroaching into the

required rear or side yard setbacks.

 Rear and side yard setbacks vary by subdivision.

 Rear yard setback: No deck shall extend more than 16’ into the required rear yard setback.

Note: House setback generally is 50’ minimum.

 Footings must be 42” deep.

 Handrails are required for stairs with four (4) or more risers.

 If the height of the deck is more than 30” above the ground and the ground does not extend at

least 6’ beyond the edge of the deck, a guardrail is required.

 Guardrails shall have a minimum of 3.99” between the deck surface and the bottom of the lowest

member of the guardrail and 3.99” maximum between vertical slats – height of rail to be minimum

36”.

 If guardrail is installed and is not required, it still must meet the above specifications.

 Maximum rear yard coverage (see Ordinance).

 Decks may include a roofed gazebo (maximum size of 150 sq. ft. & 14’ in height at the average

of the eave line o the peak) provided the gazebo is not enclosed year round except by wood,

screens or wooden railings to a maximum height of 36” above the gazebo floor. The gazebo must

be a minimum 10’ from primary structure.

 A maximum width of 3’6” uncovered walkway right next to the building is allowed to be installed

into the required side yard setback.

 A $500.00 bond is required at the time of permit issuance; refundable approximately ten (10) days

after approved final inspection.

DETAILS THAT MUST SHOW ON PLANS: 

• Post size, spacing and location
• Span on joists & beams

• Size of joists & beams

• Post hole locations & depth of holes

• Spacing between slats on guardrails

• The height of the deck & guardrails

• Grade & species of wood to be used

• Graspable handrail on stairs

• Stairway & handrail detail

• All setbacks to all lot lines to deck

• Visqueen & pea gravel under deck

• Glazing for glass adjacent to stairs

• Post to beam connection detail.



SEE PORTION OF THE CODES BELOW: 

ZONING 0RDTNANCE- THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF NORTHVILLE, WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

§ 170-3.3.  Residential accessory  structures.

A. Decks, uncovered, whether attached or unattached to a principal structure, shall be subject to the following:

(1) Decks may not extend further than 16 feet into the required rear yard setback. Stairs may extend beyond

the end of the deck for the minimum distance necessary to meet the established grade in the rear

yard. If the deck is at the maximum projection of 16 feet, the stairs must be parallel to the rear of the deck.

(2) Decks shall not extend into the required side yard, except an uncovered, elevated walkway made of

deck materials may be permitted as a means of accessing the deck from a side door. The width of the

walkway shall not exceed three (3) feet, six (6) inches and may wrap around a bay window or other similar

projection for the minimum distance necessary.

(3) When adjacent to a shoreline of any lake, pond, treatment basin, flowing watercourse or wetland regulated

by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources or United States Environmental Protection Agency, a

minimum 15 foot wide buffer shall be provided between the deck and the nearest edge of the shoreline. 

(a) A connecting walkway, maximum five (5) feet wide, is permitted within the 15

foot buffer.

(b) A separate deck or patio may be permitted along the shoreline subject to the following:

(i) Provided that the maximum length measured along the shoreline does not

exceed ten (10) feet,

(ii) The width does not exceed six (6) feet, and

(iii) The height does not exceed six (6) inches above the mean grade.

(4) The height of railings or walls shall not exceed three (3) feet.

(b) On lots over two (2) acres in size, the cumulative square footage of the accessory building(s) shall

not exceed two (2) times the occipital square footage of the principal building. The Zoning Board

of Appeals may modify the maximum size standard for accessory buildings related to a bona

fide farming operation or raising of livestock in consideration of the size of the property,

conformance with other standards and the character of adjacent uses.

(c) The combined square footage of all accessory buildings, structures and uses, excluding swimming

pools, may occupy a maximum of 25% of a required rear yard. Swimming pools and their

associated structures (decks, patios, etc.) may occupy up to 50% of the required rear yard. 

 Article 3 - General Use Provisions 

   Adopted - May 4, 2007 

 Amended -April 30, 2009 

 Amended- June 16, 2011 



ARTICLE 18 

Schedule of Regulations 

§ 170-18.1.  Schedule of Regulations Limiting Height, Bulk, Density and Area by Land Use.

Residential Districts 

Minimum Lot Size 

per Unit (AA, M) Maximum 

Height 

(N,O,P) 

Minimum Yard Setbacks 

(A, E, I, Q, R, S, T, U, V, W) 

Minimum Floor Area 

per Unit 

Maximum % of Lot Coverage by 

all Buildings Area/ Density 

(B,C,D) 

Width 

(J) 

Front 

(G,J,X) 

Sides 

(F,H) 

Rear 

(G) 

R-1 Single Family Residential 43,560 sf 150’ 35’ 40’ 15’ 50’ 1,650 sf 15% 

R-2

Single Family 

Residential 

Without Public 

Utilities 

43,560 sf 150’ 35’ 35’ 15’ 50’ 1,350 sf 15% 

With Public 

Utilities 

20,000 sf 125’ 35’ 35’ 15’ 50’ 1,350 sf 25% 

R-3

Single  Family 

Residential 

Without Public 

Utilities 

43,560 sf 150’ 30’ 35’ 15’ 50’ 1,100 sf 15% 

With Public 

Utilities 

15,000 sf 100’ 30’ 35’ 15’ 50’ 1,100 sf 25% 

R-4 Single Family Residential 10,000 sf 60’ 30’ 30’ 
5’ min. 

20’ 

total 

50’ 1,100 sf 25% 

MF Multiple Residential 

Up to 8 

units/acre 

-- 40’ 30’ 15’ 30’ (K, L) 20% 

Up to 12 

units/acre 

- - 40’ 30’ 30’ 30’ (K, L) 20% 

SH Senior Housing 30’ 30’ 30’ 30’ 450 sf 20% 

Article 18 - Schedule of Regulations 

Adopted-May 24, 2007 

Amended- April 19, 2012
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